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What Users Need to KnowWhat Users Need to Know

•Economic Census
•Overview and uses
•How the data are classified (NAICS)
•How the data are published 
•Working with the data

•Other Economic Programs
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Overview and Uses of 
Economic Census Data



www.census.www.census.govgov

Economic

Demographic

http://www.census.gov/


Economic Surveys Economic Surveys vsvs CensusCensus

Economic Census 

•Every 5 years
(years ending in 2 & 7)

•Comprehensive 
industry & product 
detail

•Detailed geography

Economic Surveys

•Annual, quarterly,
monthly

•Limited industry & 
product detail

•Mostly national-
level data
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Public SectorPublic Sector Uses of theUses of the
Economic CensusEconomic Census

• Benchmark other statistics 
and surveys

• Track economic change

• Attract new businesses

• Assist business 
development
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Private SectorPrivate Sector Uses of the Uses of the 
Economic CensusEconomic Census

1. Study your industry
Market share
Product trends
Strategic planning

What’s my share?

How does my firm compare?
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Private SectorPrivate Sector Uses of the Uses of the 
Economic CensusEconomic Census

1. Study your industry
Market share
Product trends
Strategic planning

2. Study business markets
Site locations
Sales territories
Forecasting sales

Where are my customers? 

suppliers?  competitors?
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Private SectorPrivate Sector Uses of the Uses of the 
Economic CensusEconomic Census

1. Study your industry
Market share
Product trends
Strategic planning

2. Study business markets
Site locations
Sales territories
Forecasting sales

3. Evaluate investments
Estimate market size
Data for loan applications
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Direct Collection:
5 million establishments 

Large, mid-size employers
Sample of small employers

Paper or electronic reporting

650 versions of the form

Economic Census Data CollectionEconomic Census Data Collection

Administrative Records:
(17 million nonemployers and 2 million small employers)



An establishment is a 
store, warehouse, factory, etc.
at a single physical location

We assign industry codes to We assign industry codes to 
establishmentsestablishments

A company is one or 
more establishments
under common 
ownership or control
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Economic Census Data 
Classification
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North
American
Industry
Classification
System

NAICS superseded SIC in 1997

NAICSNAICS
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New Numbering SystemNew Numbering System

DescriptionCodeLevel
Information51Sector

Broadcasting (except Internet)515Subsector
Radio and Television Broadcasting5151Industry Group

Radio Broadcasting51511Industry
Radio Stations515112U.S. Industry

NAICS codes are hierarchical



15

NAICS SectorsNAICS Sectors

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, & Hunting 
21 Mining 
22 Utilities 
23 Construction 
31-33 Manufacturing 
42 Wholesale Trade 
44-45 Retail Trade 
48-49 Transportation and Warehousing 
51 Information 
52 Finance and Insurance 
53 Real Estate and Rental & Leasing 
54 Professional, Scientific & Technical Services 
55 Management of Companies & Enterprises
56 Administrative & Support & Waste Management & Remediation Services
61 Educational Services 
62 Health Care & Social Assistance 
71 Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 
72 Accommodation & Food Services 
81 Other Services (except Public Administration) 
92       Public Administration 



More information about More information about 
NAICS? NAICS? 

Definition for each industryDefinition for each industry

Alphabetic indexAlphabetic index

Correspondence tablesCorrespondence tables
2002 Edition

•NAICS 02 to NAICS 97

•NAICS 97 to NAICS 02

1997 Edition

•NAICS 97 to SIC

•SIC to NAICS 97

In print and at www.census.gov



www.census.govwww.census.gov1. Start here

http://www.census.gov/


2. Enter keyword



3. Select an industry from the search results



4. Confirm selection with 
industry definition
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ExerciseExercise

PIn what industry would you find 
gambling cruises?
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Economic Census Data 
Products



www.census.govwww.census.gov

Start here



#2 Access to an 
industry or area

#1 Images of “printed”
reports by series

#4 Downloadable, 
customizable tables

#3 Everything about
one industry

Four Primary Ways to Access Economic Census DataFour Primary Ways to Access Economic Census Data

-



#1 Images of “printed”
reports by series

Four Primary Ways to Access Economic Census DataFour Primary Ways to Access Economic Census Data



Select geographic 
reports by state



Select an industry  –
drill down or pdf tables
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•Products 
•Size of Establishment/Firm
•Concentration of   
Establishments
•Legal form of organization



Groceries…

Product lines data 
tell you what each 
industry sells



Groceries…

Tobacco products…

Automotive fuels……



41.6% of Total sales 
of Cigars, cigarettes, 
tobacco…



Images of “printed”
reports
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•
•New name:  Survey of Business Owners
•Race counts include multi-race
•Classification by NAICS
•Characteristics of Business Owners report

•Owner characteristics:  age, education, hours worked, 
disability
•Business characteristics:  home-based, family-owned, 
franchising, year started, financing 

WhatWhat’’s New for SBO in 2002s New for SBO in 2002



SBO includes NonemployersSBO includes Nonemployers

P“All Firms”
includes 
employers and 
nonemployers

PMost census 
figures limited to 
“Firms with paid 
employees”



www.census.gov/econ2002

http://www.census.gov/econ/census02/




Drill-down to your area



Select a state



Drill down further

State level data



Link to a map



Drill down to 
more detailed 
industry



Drill down 
even more



Link to  
Nonemployers

Data for 
Employers



Data for 
nonemployers



Link to 
downloadable data
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ExerciseExercise

PWhat were total sales of used car 
dealers (NAICS 44112) in your 
own county in 2002?

P(Hint  - look at both employers 
and nonemployers)  
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American FactFinder American FactFinder 
and DVDand DVD--ROMROM

P Free
P No waiting for a new disc
P No installation
P Works with UNIX and

Mac, not just Windows

PNo internet hookup
PFaster retrieval 
PExtra functionality
PMore export formats 

flat ASCII, dbf, 123
PNo limits on exports
PIncludes 97 SIC data
PIncludes 97 ZIP data

AFF Advantages        CD / DVD Advantages



www.census.govwww.census.govStart here

http://www.census.gov/




Under Data Sets
•Select Economic Census
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PUse American FactFinder to display 
2002 figures for gasoline stations 
(NAICS 447) for all counties in Ohio.

PExtra credit: Name the top 3 counties 
in Ohio in terms of sales of gasoline 
stations.

ExerciseExercise
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Data from Other Economic 
Programs



Every 5 yearsEvery 5 years
Economic Census
Survey of Business Owners

AnnualAnnual
Statistics of U.S. Business
Nonemployer Statistics
County Business Patterns
Annual Survey of Manufactures

Monthly or QuarterlyMonthly or Quarterly
Economic Indicators



www.census.govStart here

http://www.census.gov/






Statistics of U.S. BusinessesStatistics of U.S. Businesses

•Geography levels available
•US
•States
•Metropolitan areas



Statistics of U.S. BusinessesStatistics of U.S. Businesses

Like most economic census reports, SUSB 
includes businesses covered by payroll taxes.

For others, see Nonemployer Statistics.



Nonemployer Statistics
•complement data on employers



Nonemployers add 18.6 million
more businesses



Total businesses in 2003=        24,416,241

Employer firms 5,767,127
+

Nonemployer establishments        18,649,114



County Business Patterns
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Annual Survey of Manufactures



Annual Survey of ManufacturesAnnual Survey of Manufactures

Establishments with paid employees





Principal 
Economic 

Indicators…

Data more frequent than annual

Economic Briefing Room
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Questions?

John Medina
301-763-2547

John.A.Medina@census.gov

Andy Hait
301-763-6747

Andrew.W.Hait@census.gov
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